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• Fireworks were invented in China 
about one thousand years ago.

• The first fireworks were yellow. 

• In 1776 people wrote with pens made 
from bird feathers.
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In this book you will read about the Fourth 
of July! You will learn why this holiday is 
important.

Vocabulary
freedom
President
citizen
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Write your sentence on another sheet 
of paper.

Write to It!
People do many special things on the 
Fourth of July.

What do you do on the Fourth of 
July? Write one sentence about your 
ideas.

Every effort has been made to secure permission and provide appropriate credit for 
photographic material. The publisher deeply regrets any omission and pledges to 
correct errors called to its attention in subsequent editions.

Unless otherwise acknowledged, all photographs are the property of Scott Foresman, 
a division of Pearson Education.

Photo locators denoted as follows: Top (T), Center (C), Bottom (B), Left (L), Right (R), 
Background (Bkgd)

Opener: Corbis; 1 Brand X Pictures; 2 The Granger Collection, New York; 3 The Granger 
Collection, New York; 4 The Granger Collection, New York; 5 Corbis; 6 ©Comstock Inc.; 
7 ©Ariel Skelley/Corbis; 8 Getty Royalty
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This is the Declaration of 
Independence.
It gave Americans freedom. 

The Declaration of Independence
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Thomas Jefferson helped write the 
Declaration.
It was approved on July 4, 1776.

Thomas Jefferson
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George Washington was our first 
President.

George Washington
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In 1777 Independence Day was celebrated.

Cannons were fired on July 4, 1777.
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On July 4 fireworks shoot up into the sky.

Americans watch fireworks on the 
Fourth of July.

14801_001-008.indd   614801_001-008.indd   6 3/2/05   6:21:26 AM3/2/05   6:21:26 AM

7

Many citizens have parades.

People have parades on the Fourth 
of July.

14801_001-008.indd   714801_001-008.indd   7 3/2/05   6:21:30 AM3/2/05   6:21:30 AM


4.176


3.384


2.376


2.808



8

Glossary
citizen a member of a state and country

freedom a person’s right to make choices

President our country’s leader
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